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Sean A. Timmons 
stimmons@polsinelli.com 
 
No Review 
Record #: 3346 
Facility Name: Trellis Supportive Care Rowan 
FID #: 031047 
Business Name: Hospice & Palliative Care Center 
Business #: 0965 
Project Description: Merger of subsidiary with parent company 
County: Rowan 
 
Dear Mr. Timmons: 
 
The Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section, Division of Health Service Regulation (Agency) received 
your correspondence regarding the above referenced proposal. Based on the CON law in effect on the date of this 
response to your request, the proposal described in that correspondence is not governed by, and therefore, does not 
currently require a certificate of need. If the CON law is subsequently amended such that the above referenced 
proposal would require a certificate of need, this determination does not authorize you to proceed to develop the 
above referenced proposal when the new law becomes effective.   
 
You may need to contact the Agency’s Acute and Home Care Licensure and Certification Section to determine if 
they have any requirements for development of the proposed project. 
 
This determination is binding only for the facts represented in your correspondence.  If changes are made in the 
project or in the facts provided in the correspondence referenced above, a new determination as to whether a 
certificate of need is required would need to be made by this office. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any questions.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Misty L. Piekaar-McWilliams 
Project Analyst 
 

 
Martha J. Frisone 
Chief 
 
cc:  

Acute and Home Care Licensure and Certification Section, DHSR 
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September 2, 2020 
Sean A. Timmons 
919.832.1721 
919.832.1794 Fax 
stimmons@polsinelli.com 

Martha Frisone, Chief 
Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need 
NC DHHS 
809 Ruggles Drive 
Raleigh, NC  27603 

Re: Request for No Review Determination/Notice of Exempt Acquisition 
Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8) 
Merger of Trellis Supportive Care Rowan, LLC into 
Hospice & Palliative CareCenter d/b/a Trellis Supportive Care 

Dear Ms. Frisone: 

We are writing to notify you concerning an upcoming transaction between our client, 
Hospice & Palliative CareCenter d/b/a Trellis Supportive Care (“Trellis”) and its wholly owned 
subsidiary Trellis Supportive Care Rowan, LLC (“TSC Rowan”).  The purpose of this letter is to 
provide notice to the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, Division of 
Health Service Regulation, Certificate of Need Section (the “CON Section”) of the merger of TSC 
Rowan with and into Trellis. 

Pursuant to the proposed Agreement and Plan of Merger, effective on October 1, 2020, 
TSC Rowan will merge with and into Trellis, with Trellis being the surviving corporation.  The 
parties will be submitting a change of ownership application to the Licensure Section to effectuate 
the transfer of the license.  Since this transaction involves the merger of a wholly owned subsidiary 
with and into its parent, we would contend this transaction would not be subject to review by the 
Agency. 

In the alternative, this transaction would be exempt from certificate of need (“CON”) 
review under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8). 

Under North Carolina law, a CON is required only prior to the offering or developing of a 
“new institutional health service.”  “New institutional health service” includes a variety of services 
and activities.  However, the North Carolina General Assembly has exempted certain types of 
services or proposals from CON review under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184.  N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
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131E-184(a)(8) provides that the acquisition of an existing health service facility is exempt from 
CON review, upon prior written notice to the Agency.  The CON Statute at N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-
176(9b) defines “health service facility” to include a “hospice office.”  Thus, to the extent the 
transaction described herein does not meet the requirements of a “no review” determination by the 
Agency, then it would be exempt from review pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8) and 
the correspondence is intended to serve as the statutory required notice. 

Based on the foregoing information we hereby request the Agency confirmation that this 
transaction either qualifies for a “no review” determination by the Agency or is exempt from CON 
review pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8).   

Please contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sean A. Timmons 

081573 / 586371 
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Martha J. Frisone
Chief
Division of Health Service Regulation, Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need
NC Department of Health and Human Services
 
Help protect your family and neighbors from COVID-19.
Know the 3 Ws. Wear. Wait. Wash.
#StayStrongNC and get the latest at nc.gov/covid19.
 
Office: 919-855-3879
martha.frisone@dhhs.nc.gov
 
809 Ruggles, Edgerton
2704 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-2704
 
Twitter | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | LinkedIn
 
From: Sean Timmons <STimmons@Polsinelli.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 3:03 PM
To: Frisone, Martha <martha.frisone@dhhs.nc.gov>
Subject: [External] No Review Request - Trellis Supportive Care [FIRM-ACTIVE.FID5429502]
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to report.spam@nc.gov

 
Hi Martha,
I hope you are doing well. I am submitting the attached No Review/Exemption Request on behalf of our
client Hospice & Palliative CareCenter d/b/a Trellis Supportive Care.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
Sean
 
Sean Timmons
Shareholder

stimmons@polsinelli.com
919.832.1721
555 Fayetteville Street, Suite 720
Raleigh, NC 27601
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919.832.1794 Fax 
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Martha Frisone, Chief 
Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need 
NC DHHS 
809 Ruggles Drive 
Raleigh, NC  27603 


Re: Request for No Review Determination/Notice of Exempt Acquisition 
Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8) 
Merger of Trellis Supportive Care Rowan, LLC into 
Hospice & Palliative CareCenter d/b/a Trellis Supportive Care 


Dear Ms. Frisone: 


We are writing to notify you concerning an upcoming transaction between our client, 
Hospice & Palliative CareCenter d/b/a Trellis Supportive Care (“Trellis”) and its wholly owned 
subsidiary Trellis Supportive Care Rowan, LLC (“TSC Rowan”).  The purpose of this letter is to 
provide notice to the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, Division of 
Health Service Regulation, Certificate of Need Section (the “CON Section”) of the merger of TSC 
Rowan with and into Trellis. 


Pursuant to the proposed Agreement and Plan of Merger, effective on October 1, 2020, 
TSC Rowan will merge with and into Trellis, with Trellis being the surviving corporation.  The 
parties will be submitting a change of ownership application to the Licensure Section to effectuate 
the transfer of the license.  Since this transaction involves the merger of a wholly owned subsidiary 
with and into its parent, we would contend this transaction would not be subject to review by the 
Agency. 


In the alternative, this transaction would be exempt from certificate of need (“CON”) 
review under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8). 


Under North Carolina law, a CON is required only prior to the offering or developing of a 
“new institutional health service.”  “New institutional health service” includes a variety of services 
and activities.  However, the North Carolina General Assembly has exempted certain types of 
services or proposals from CON review under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184.  N.C. Gen. Stat. § 
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131E-184(a)(8) provides that the acquisition of an existing health service facility is exempt from 
CON review, upon prior written notice to the Agency.  The CON Statute at N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-
176(9b) defines “health service facility” to include a “hospice office.”  Thus, to the extent the 
transaction described herein does not meet the requirements of a “no review” determination by the 
Agency, then it would be exempt from review pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8) and 
the correspondence is intended to serve as the statutory required notice. 


Based on the foregoing information we hereby request the Agency confirmation that this 
transaction either qualifies for a “no review” determination by the Agency or is exempt from CON 
review pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 131E-184(a)(8).   


Please contact me with any questions. 


Sincerely, 


Sean A. Timmons 


081573 / 586371 
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This electronic mail message contains CONFIDENTIAL information which is (a) ATTORNEY - CLIENT
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION, WORK PRODUCT, PROPRIETARY IN NATURE, OR OTHERWISE
PROTECTED BY LAW FROM DISCLOSURE, and (b) intended only for the use of the Addressee(s) named
herein. If you are not an Addressee, or the person responsible for delivering this to an Addressee, you are
hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this message is prohibited. If you have received this
electronic mail message in error, please reply to the sender and take the steps necessary to delete the
message completely from your computer system.

Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties by an
authorized State official. Unauthorized disclosure of juvenile, health, legally privileged, or otherwise confidential information, including confidential
information relating to an ongoing State procurement effort, is prohibited by law. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete all records of this email.
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